° °
F 1 d e 1 lty Journal of the History of Science

Carrapocia ACADEMY PUBLISHING

Memoriam

Prof. Dr. Giirkan EKINGEN’in Aziz Hatirasina
(1939-21.10.2025)

Erhan Unlii

Dicle Universitesi Fen Fakiiltesi, Hidrobiyoloji Anabilim Dali, Emekli Ogretim Uyesi, Mersin, Tiirkiye
erhanunlu@gmail.com

Nazmi Polat

Ondokuz Mayis Universitesi, Fen Fakiiltesi, Biyoloji Boliimii, Emekli Ogretim Uyesi, Samsun, Tiirkiye
npolat@omu.edu.tr

Mehmet Mustafa Sarieyyiipoglu

Firat Universitesi, Su Uriinleri Fakiiltesi, Su Uriinleri Yetistiriciligi Boliimii, Emekli Ogretim Uyesi, Elaz1g, Tiirkiye

sarieyyupoglum@gmail.com

I iirkiye’de su firtinleri biliminin gelisiminde o6ncii bir rol

oynamis, Ogrencilerine ve meslektaslarina ilham kaynagi olmus
degerli bilim insani Prof. Dr. Giirkan Ekingen, 21 Ekim 2025
tarihinde aramizdan ayrilmigtir. Onun vefati, yalmizca ailesi ve
ogrencileri igin degil, Tiirk bilim diinyas icin de biiyiik bir kayiptir.
Gerek akademik iiretkenligi, gerekse miitevaz1 kisiligiyle Prof.
Ekingen, iilkemizde tatli su ekolojisi, balik biyolojisi ve su tiriinleri
yetistiriciligi alanlarinin kurucu isimlerinden biri olarak daima
hatirlanacaktir.

Prof. Dr. Giirkan Ekingen 1939 yilinda babasinin gorev yaptigi
Mus'un Bulanik ilgesine bagli Liz kasabasinda dogdu. ik ve
ortaokulu Cizre’de, liseyi de Kahramanmaras'ta bitiren Ekingen,
1962 yilinda Ankara Universitesi Veteriner Fakiiltesinden mezun
oldu. Cankaya (Ankara) ve Kahramanmaras'ta veteriner hekim
olarak calistiktan sonra, Erzurum Koskkoy’'de veteriner astegmen
olarak askerligini yapti. Bilimsel meraki ve arastirma tutkusuyla

ABD'ye gitti ve 1970 yilinda ABD'nin Auburn Universitesinde “Limnoloji” alaninda yiiksek

lisansini tamamladi (Resim 1).

1973 yilinda Ankara Universitesi Elazig Veteriner Fakiiltesinde “Hazar Golii'nde

Alabaliginin Yasama Olanaklar1” baglikli doktora tezini savundu ve doktora payesi aldi

(Resim 2).

1970 yilinda Amerika’dan déndiikten sonra Ankara Universitesi Elazig Veteriner Fakiiltesi
Su Uriinleri ve Av Hayvanlar1 Kiirsiisiinde akademik yasamina asistan olarak baglamis ve
merhum Prof. Zihni Erengin’in yliriittiigii Zooloji dersinde asistanlik yapmuistir.
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Resim 2. Prof. Dr. Giirkan Ekingen’in akademik egitim hayatina ait belge ve diplomalar

1982’de Su Uriinleri Yiiksekokulunun kurulmasiyla birlikte, kurulug koordinatérii olarak
gorevine burada devam etmistir. Derslerin igeriklerinin olusturulmasi, ders saatlerinin
belirlenmesi ve programin diizenlenmesi siireglerini bizzat kendisi yiirtitmiistiir. Ayni
kurumda 1979’da dogent, 1987’de ise profesdr unvanlarini almistir (Resim 3).



Unlii et al. - In Memoriam: Prof. Dr. Giirkan EKINGEN (1939-21.10.2025) 3of21

Su Uriinleri Yiiksekokulunun 1992 yilinda Su Uriinleri Fakiiltesine doniistiiriilmesinin
ardindan da bir siire bu fakiiltede gorevini siirdiirmiistiir. 1993 yilinda Mersin Universitesine
gectikten sonra bir donem Tarsus Meslek Yiiksekokulu Midiirliigii gorevini iistlenmis; aymn
yil Mersin Universitesi Su Uriinleri Fakiiltesinin kurulusunda aktif rol oynamis ve bu
fakiiltede dekanlik gorevini yiiriitmiistiir (Resim 4).

Resim 4. Prof. Dr. Giirkan Ekingen’in Mersin Universitesinde gorev yaptig1 déneme ait bir gorsel (2005)
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Su Uriinleri Fakiiltesinin kurumsallagmasinda biiyiik emek harcamis; bilimsel disipliniyle
taninan, 6grencilerine karst hoggoriilii ve sabirli bir hoca olmustur. Yurt disinda New York,
Aubunrn, Montreal ve Aston {iniversitelerinde bulundugu dénemlerde edindigi birikimleri
Tiirkiye’deki su iirtinleri bilimine kazandirmigtir.

Akademik Kkariyeri boyunca, limnoloji, balik sistematigi, fizyoloji, parazitoloji ve
akuakiiltiir konularinda ¢ok sayida 6nctii calisma yiiriittii. Tiirkiye’nin farkli bolgelerinde tath
su baliklar1 iizerine yaptig1 arastirmalar, hem bilimsel hem de uygulamali balik¢iligin
temellerini giiglendirmistir. Ozellikle Munzur Cay1, Keban Baraj Gélii ve Mersin Kérfezi gibi
bolgelerde yiiriittiigli calismalari, tatli su ekosistemlerinin yapisini anlamamiza onemli
katkilar saglamistir.

Prof. Ekingen, hem Firat Universitesi hem Mersin Universitesi donemlerinde ¢ok sayida
yiiksek lisans ve doktora tezine danmismanlik yapmistir. Ogrencileri arasinda bugiin
Firat Universitesinde Dr. Yasar Ozdemir (Vefat), Prof. Dr. Mustafa Sarieyyiipoglu (Emekli),
19 Mayis Universitesinde Prof. Dr. Nazmi Polat (Emekli), Mersin Universitesinde Prof. Dr.
Deniz Ayas, ve Dog. Dr. Nuray Soydemir gibi bilim insanlar1 onun bilimsel ¢izgisini
siirdiirerek su tirtinleri bilimine kalic1 katkilar yapmislardir.

Yaymlar: arasinda “Alabalik ve Suni Kiiltiiri” “Tath Su Balik Parazitleri”, “Balik
Anatomisi”, “Limnoloji”, “Tiirkiye Deniz Baliklar1 Tan1 Anahtar1” ve “Su Uriinleri ve
Balikgilik” adli kitaplar su iiriinleri egitiminin temel kaynaklar1 haline gelmistir (Resim 5).
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Resim 5. Prof. Dr. Giirkan Ekingen’in yaymlamis oldugu kitaplar
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Ayrica Prof. Dr. Giirkan Ekingen’in “Tatli Su Balik Parazitleri” adl1 kitabi, Tiirkiye’de
su iirtinleri hastaliklar1 alaninda bagvuru kaynagi olarak kabul edilmis ve uzun yillar ders
kitabi niteligi tasimistir. Prof. Dr. Yalgin Sahin ve Prof. Dr. Nazmi Polat'in da aralarinda
bulundugu arastirmacilar, balik parazitolojisi, taksonomi ve limnoloji alanlarindaki 6ncii
katkilarindan dolayi, Giirkan Ekingen'i onurlandirmak amaciyla tanimladiklar: yeni
tiirlere onun adinm1 vermislerdir. Bu kapsamda, Elazig yoresinde kesfedilen yeni bir
chironomid tiirii Cardiocladius ekingennis olarak, yeni bir parazit tiirii ise Myxobolus
ekingeni olarak adlandirilmistir (Resim 6). Alaninda yirmi besten fazla makale ve
arastirma raporu yayimlamis, Tiirkiye'nin farkli i¢ sularinda balik populasyonlarinin
yapisy, bliyiime dinamikleri ve hematolojik normlar: {izerine ¢aligmalariyla taninmstir.

ELAZIG ve KISMEN GEVRE iLLERININ

LlMNOFAUNAsmﬁ:lﬁgsNgMﬂl?f:Erizgm)ix INCELENMESI F'rat Univ. Vet- Fak Der' 4(1) 180'183
Yalgin SAHIN® 39 — Cricotopus fuscus (K.)
40 — Cardiocladius ekingennis sp, n. $ahin

Taxanomic investigation and determination of

Limnefouns 'of Chironambiie {Npurn ]’ iy 41 — Pseudorthocladius curtitylus G.
and partly in surrounding districts

Summary : Species identification, key arragment and briefly ot-
her descriptions of almost every type of biotopes material collected
from Elazig and partly surrounding vicinities, is given.

Vel. 144: 41-54, 2021 DISEASES OF AQUATIC ORGANISMS

N o Marc
Dis Aquat Org Published online March 11

3.4. Taxonomic summary of
Myxobolus ekingeni sp. nov.

Four novel Myxobolus species (Cnidaria: Myxozoa)
infecting Anatolian khramulya Capoefa tinca
(Cyprinidae) in northern Turkey

Type host: Anatolian khramulya Capoeta tinca
(Heckel, 1843) (Cyprinidae). Local name: ‘siraz.’
Type locality: Ladik Lake, Samsun Province,

Gokmen Zaier Pekmezci'*, Banu ‘ir‘dll:::ol(;?k Soner Bolukbas?, Savas Yilmaz®, Turkey ‘40: 54'29.9" N, 36°00'34.9" E' (qu 1 )

Resim 6. Prof. Dr. Giirkan Ekingen’e atfen verilen yeni tiir Cardiocladius ekingennis ve Myxobolus ekingeni'nin yayinlandig1 makale
gorseli

Giirkan Hoca, bilimsel vizyonunu genisleten pek ¢ok uluslararas: deneyime sahipti. New
York Universitesinde “American Language Institute” sertifika programini tamamlads;
Auburn Universitesinde Rockefeller bursu ile yiiksek lisansin bitirdi. Ingiltere’de Aston
Universitesinde misafir aragtirmaci, Kanada’da Montreal Universitesinde Diinya Bankasi
destekli “Advance Summer Courses” katilimcisi oldu. TUBITAK destegiyle Montreal
Universitesinde “Balik Fizyolojisi” kurslarina katildi;; Tiirkiye-Finlandiya Kiiltiirel
Antlagmas: cergevesinde Finlandiya’da teknik incelemelerde bulundu. Ayrica Almanya’da
Hach Firmasinin davetlisi olarak Su Uriinleri Arastirma Aygitlari biriminde gozlemler yapt
ve Miinih’te diizenlenen Diinya Balik Hastaliklar1 toplantisinda Tiirkiye'yi temsil etti. Bu
uluslararasi birikimler, onun hem akademik hem yonetsel vizyonunu zenginlestirmistir.

Prof. Ekingen, yalnizca {iretken bir akademisyen degil, ayn1 zamanda bir kurucu, bir yol
gostericiydi. Firat Universitesi Veteriner Fakiiltesinde Su Uriinleri Kiirsiisiinde calismistir.
1982 yilinda Firat Universitesinde alandaki ilk Su Uriinleri Yiiksek Okulunun kurulusu ve
ardindan 1992 yilinda Su Uriinleri Fakiiltesine doniisiimiinde yonetici olarak aktif roller
{istlenmistir. Mersin Universitesi Su Uriinleri Fakiiltesinin kurumsallasmasinda biiyiik emek
harcamus; bilimsel disipliniyle taninan, 6grencilerine kars1 hosgoriilii ve sabirli bir hoca
olmustur. Yurt disinda New York, Auburn, Montreal ve Aston iiniversitelerinde bulundugu
donemlerde edindigi birikimleri Tiirkiye’deki su tirtinleri bilimine kazandirmistir.
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Insani yoniiyle de drnek bir kisilige sahip olan Giirkan Hoca, dogay1 seven, sessiz ama
kararl bir aragtirmactydi. Ogrencileri onu sabirli anlatimi, laboratuvar disiplini, titiz yaz dili
ve mizah duygusuyla hatirlayacaklardir. Her zaman bilimin tarafinda, én yargidan uzak ve
paylasima bir akademisyen olarak yasamigtir.

Prof. Dr. Giirkan Ekingen, yasami boyunca ailesine derin bir sevgiyle bagliydi. Esi Emine
Giilten Hamim, hayat arkadas: ve en biiyiik destekgisi olmustur (Resim 7). Uc oglu — Erkan
(esi Elif, cocuklar1 Ozan ve Atlas), Volkan (esi Hiisniye, ¢ocuklar1 Arda ve Berke) ve Serkan
(esi Didar, ¢ocuklar1 Ada ve Aren) — onun gurur kaynagiydi. Genisleyen ailesiyle gecirdigi
huzurlu yillar, yogun akademik yasaminin en giizel giinleri olmustur.

Resim 7. Prof. Dr. Giirkan Ekingen ve Esi Emine Giilten Hanim (1971)
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Firat Universitesi ve Mersin Universitesi Su Uriinleri Fakiiltelerinin gelisiminde ve
Tiirkiye’de su iriinleri egitiminin yayginlasmasinda emegi gecen bu oncii bilim insanini,
ogrencileri, meslektaglar1 ve sevenleri daima saygi ve minnetle anacaktir. Isiklar iginde
uyusun.

Tesekkiir

Prof. Dr. Giirkan Ekingen’in kisisel arsivinden bir¢ok resmi ve aile bilgilerini bizlerle paylasan
Erkan ve Volkan Ekingen’e; editoryal katkilarindan dolayr Nevsehir Haci Bektas Veli
Universitesinden Prof. Dr. Erdogan Cicek’e makale temininde yardimci olan Firat
Universitesinden Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Nuri Cakmak’a tesekkiirii bir borg biliriz.

Prof. Dr. Giirkan Ekingen’in bilimsel katkilar
Tezler

Yiiksek Lisans Tezi: Plankton Population in Aerated and Non-aerated Catfish Ponds." Auburn Univ.,
Auburn, Ala, U.S.A. 83 s. 1970.

Doktora Tezi: Hazir Golii' nde (Golciik) Alabaliginin Yasama Olanaklari. Elazig Veteriner Fakiiltesi, 40
s. 1973

Docgentlik Tezi: Munzur Cay1 Alabaliginin (S. trutta labrax Pall.) Dogal Beslenme Olanaklar1. 87 s. 1979

Yonettigi Yiiksek Lisans Tezleri

1. Japon Baliklarmin (Carassius auratus L.) Degisik Yontemlerle Uretilmesi ve Yavrularinin Beslenmesi.
M. Sener URAL, 1992., Firat Universitesi.

2. Gokkusag1 Alabalig1 (Oncorhynchus mykiss) Kromozomlarmin Incelenmesi. O. Murat TUFEK, 1993,
Firat Universitesi

3. Degisik {i¢ anestetik maddenin farkli yogunluk ve sicakliklarda sazan (Cyprinus carpio L.) izerindeki
etkileri. Sultan ERBUCAN, 1993, Firat Universitesi.

4. Mersin Bolgesindeki Liza ramada (Risso, 1826)nun farkli kemiksi yapilarindan yas belirleme
yontemleri ve biiyiime parametreleri. Mustafa GOCER, 1998, Mersin Universitesi.

5. Tiirkiye Denizleri Acik Sularmin Ekim 2000'deki Fitoplankton Kompozisyonu. Nuray SOYDEMIR,
2004, Mersin Universitesi.

6. Seyhan Baraj Golii Sazan1 (Cyprinus carpio) nin Mevsimsel Besin Kompozisyonu ile Sicak Tiitsiileme
Sonrasi Kimyasal, Duyusal ve Mikrobiyolojik Degismeleri. Deniz AYAS, 2004, Mersin Universitesi.

7. Tarim Alani i¢inde Kurulan Alabalik isletmelerinde Uretilen Alabaliklarda (Oncorhynchus mykiss W.,
1792) Pestisitlerin Genotoksik Etkilerinin Mikroniikleus Testi ile Arastiriimast. Suna GULGUNDUK,
Subat 2005, Mersin Universitesi.

Yonettigi Doktora Tezleri

1. Disi yaymn baliklarmin (Silurus glanis) dis morfolojik 6zellikleri ve ovaryumlarinin histolojik yapisi
lzerine aragtirmalar. Yasar @ZDEMIR, 1979, Firat Universitesi.

2. Gokkusagi Alabaliginda (Salmo gairdneri) mide-barsak florasinin aerob bakteriler yoniinden
incelenmesi. Mustafa SARIEYYUPOGLU, 1982, Firat Universitesi.

3. Keban Baraj Golii'ndeki bazi baliklarda yas belirleme yéntemleri ile uzunluk-agirhk iligkileri. Nazmi
POLAT, 1986, Firat Universitesi.

4. Ercek Golii zooplankton tiirlerinin aylik ve mevsimsel dagilimi. $iikran YILDIZ, 1997, Yiiziincii Yil

Universitesi.
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5. Seyhan Nehri (Adana kent ici bolgesi) nde yasayan bazi cyprinid'lerde hematolojik arastirmalar Aysel
SAHAN (AZIZOGLU), (Diger Danismanlar: Dog. Dr. brahim Cengizler, Prof. Dr. Mustafa
Sarieyyiipoglu)
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The esteemed scientist Prof. Dr. Giirkan Ekingen, who played a

pioneering role in the development of fisheries science in Tiirkiye
and served as a source of inspiration for his students and colleagues,
passed away on 21 October 2025. His loss is a great sorrow not only
for his family and students but also for the Turkish scientific
community. With his academic productivity and modest character,
Prof. Ekingen will always be remembered as one of the founding
figures in the fields of freshwater ecology, fish biology, and
aquaculture in Tiirkiye.

Prof. Dr. Giirkan Ekingen was born in 1939 in Liz, a township of
Bulanik district of Mus, where his father was stationed. He
completed primary and secondary school in Cizre, and high school
in Kahramanmaras. In 1962, he graduated from Ankara University
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine. After working as a veterinarian in
Cankaya (Ankara) and Kahramanmarag, he completed his military
service as a veterinary second lieutenant in Kogskkoy (Erzurum).

Driven by his scientific curiosity and passion for research, he went to the United States and
completed his master’s degree in Limnology at Auburn University in 1970 (Figure 1).

In 1973, he defended his doctoral dissertation titled “The Survival Possibilities of Trout in
Lake Hazar” at Ankara University Elazig Faculty of Veterinary Medicine and was awarded
his PhD degree (Figure 2).

After returning from the United States in 1970, he began his academic career as a research
assistant at Ankara University Elazig Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Department of Fisheries
and Game Animals, and served as an assistant in the Zoology course taught by the late Prof.

Zihni Erengin.
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Figure 2. Documents and diplomas belonging to Prof. Dr. Giirkan Ekingen’s academic education

With the establishment of the School of Fisheries in 1982, he continued his duties there as
the founding coordinator. He personally managed the formation of course contents, the
determination of course hours, and the overall structure of the program. In the same
institution, he became Associate Professor in 1979 and Professor in 1987 (Figure 3).



Unlii et al. - In Memoriam: Prof. Dr. Giirkan EKINGEN (1939-21.10.2025) 13 of 21

Following the transformation of the School of Fisheries into the Faculty of Fisheries in 1992,
he continued to serve there for a period. After joining Mersin University in 1993, he served as
Director of Tarsus Vocational School and played an active role in the establishment of Mersin
University Faculty of Fisheries, where he also served as dean (Figure 4).

Figure 4. A photograph from Prof. Dr. Giirkan Ekingen’s period at Mersin University (2005)
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He devoted great effort to the institutionalization of the Faculty of Fisheries and was
known for his scientific discipline, patience, and supportive attitude toward his students. The
knowledge and experience he gained during his time in New York, Auburn, Montreal, and
Aston significantly contributed to the development of fisheries science in Tiirkiye.

Throughout his academic career, he conducted numerous pioneering studies in limnology,
fish systematics, physiology, parasitology, and aquaculture. His research on freshwater fish
populations from different regions of Tiirkiye strengthened the foundations of both scientific
and applied fisheries. His studies in regions such as the Munzur River, Keban Dam Lake, and
Mersin Bay made significant contributions to understanding the structure of freshwater
ecosystems.

Prof. Ekingen supervised many master’s and doctoral theses during his tenure at Firat
University and Mersin University. Among his students are numerous scientists who later
achieved professorship titles. His academic lineage continues through researchers such as the
late Dr. Yasar Ozdemir (Firat University), Prof. Dr. Mustafa Sarieyyiipoglu (Ret.), Prof. Dr.
Nazmi Polat (Ret., 19 Mayis University), Prof. Dr. Deniz Ayas (Mersin University), and Assoc.
Prof. Dr. Nuray Soydemir, all of whom have made lasting contributions to fisheries science.

His publications, including “Alabalik ve Suni Kiiltiirii” (Trout and Artificial Culture),
“Tatl1 Su Balik Parazitleri” (Freshwater Fish Parasites), “Balik Anatomisi” (Fish Anatomy),
“Limnoloji” (Limnology), “Tiirkiye Deniz Baliklar1 Tan1 Anahtar1” (Identification Key to
Turkish Marine Fishes) and “Su Uriinleri ve Balikgilik” (Fisheries and Aquaculture), have
become fundamental reference books in fisheries education (Figure 5).

@ MERSIN uNivmséssi @ | .
BALIK ANATOMISI LIMNOLOJI
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Figure 5. Books authored and published by Prof. Dr. Giirkan Ekingen
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In addition, his book “Tatli Su Balik Parazitleri” has long been regarded as a key reference
in the field of aquatic animal diseases in Tiirkiye. In recognition of his pioneering
contributions to the fields of fish parasitology, taxonomy, and limnology, researchers,
including Prof. Dr. Yal¢in Sahin and Prof. Dr. Nazmi Polat, have honored Giirkan Ekingen by
naming newly discovered species after him. Accordingly, a new chironomid species identified
in the Elazig region has been designated as Cardiocladius ekingennis, while a newly described
parasite species has been named Myxobolus ekingeni (Figure 6). He published more than
twenty-five articles and research reports, and became well-known for his studies on the
structure, growth dynamics, and hematological norms of fish populations in various inland
waters of Tiirkiye.

ELAZIG ve KISMEN GEVRE iLLERININ

LIMNOFAUNASIN‘i:Iﬁ:?ml?::ET:ig:;:A)iK INCELENMESI Firat Univ. Vet. Fak. Der. 4(1) 180-183.
Yalgin SAHIN® 39 — Cricotopus fuscus (K.)
40 — Cardiocladius ekingennis sp, n. $ahin

Taxanomic investigation and determination of

Limnofauna of Chironomidae (Diptera) in Elang A=, Pseudorthocladius CUI’[itleS G.
and partly in surrounding districts

Summary : Species identification, key arragment and briefly ot-
her descriptions of almost every type of biotopes material collected
from Elazig and partly surrounding vicinities, is given.

Vel. 144: 41-54, 2021 DISEASES OF AQUATIC ORGANISMS

online Marc
Dis Aquat Org Published online March 11

3.4. Taxonomic summary of
Myxobolus ekingeni sp. nov.

Four novel Myxobolus species (Cnidaria: Myxozoa)
infecting Anatolian khramulya Capoefa tinca
(Cyprinidae) in northern Turkey

Type host: Anatolian khramulya Capoeta tinca
(Heckel, 1843) (Cyprinidae). Local name: ‘siraz.’
Type locality: Ladik Lake, Samsun Province,

Gokmen Zafer Pekmezci'*, Banu Yardimci’, (‘:nk Soner Bolukbas?, Savas Yilmaz®, Turkev ‘40: 54'29.9"N. 36°00'34.9"E ) lrlg 1 )
Nazmi Pola ), ' . . .

Figure 6. The publication announcing the new species Cardiocladius ekingennis and Myxobolus ekingeni, named in honor of Prof. Dr.
Giirkan Ekingen

Prof. Dr. Giirkan Ekingen contributed greatly to the development of university institutions
not only through his scientific research but also through his administrative roles. At Firat
University, he served as Chair of the Department of Fisheries, Vice Dean, Member of the
Administrative Board, and Chair of the Procurement Committee. At the School of Fisheries,
he undertook roles such as Deputy Director, Acting Director, and Member of the Senate,
laying the academic foundations of the faculty’s structure. At Mersin University, he served as
Director of the School of Agriculture, Dean of the Faculty of Fisheries, Member of the
Administrative Board, and Member of the Senate, contributing significantly to the university’s
academic and administrative development.

Prof. Ekingen had a broad international vision. He completed a certificate program at the
American Language Institute of New York University; earned his master’s degree at Auburn
University with a Rockefeller scholarship; worked as a visiting researcher at Aston University
in England; participated in World Bank-supported Advanced Summer Courses at the
University of Montreal; attended “Fish Physiology” courses at the University of Montreal
with TUBITAK support; and carried out technical observations in Finland under the Tiirkiye—
Finland Cultural Agreement. He also conducted research at the Aquaculture Research
Instruments Unit of Hach Company in Germany and represented Tiirkiye at the World Fish
Diseases Conference held in Munich. These international experiences enriched both his
academic and administrative perspectives.
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With his exemplary personality, Prof. Ekingen was a quiet yet determined researcher who
loved nature. His students will remember him for his patient teaching style, laboratory
discipline, meticulous writing, and sense of humor. He always remained committed to
scientific integrity, free from prejudice, and dedicated to sharing his knowledge.

Throughout his life, Prof. Dr. Giirkan Ekingen was deeply devoted to his family. His wife,
Emine Giilten, was his lifelong companion and greatest supporter (Figure 7). His three sons —
Erkan (with his wife Elif, and children Ozan and Atlas), Volkan (with his wife Hiisniye, and
children Arda and Berke), and Serkan (with his wife Didar, and children Ada and Aren)—
were his pride. The peaceful years he spent with his growing family were among the most
cherished days of his busy academic life.

Figure 7. Prof. Dr. Giirkan Ekingen and his wife Emine Giilten (1971)
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The students, colleagues, and admirers of this pioneering scientist—who contributed
profoundly to the development of the Faculties of Fisheries at Firat University and Mersin
University and to the expansion of fisheries education in Tiirkiye —will always remember him
with respect and gratitude. May he rest in peace.
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